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This map shows one way to divide the world into regions.
Definition: a region is a group of places that have something in common and are located close to each other. 

Other books or websites may choose to divide the earth into different groups of countries.

Likewise, Afghanistan could be put in Southwest Asia or Central Asia. Be aware of these possibilities when you read a book 
   that simply gives a name to an area like Southeast Asia without explaining what countries it is putting in that area.  

Activity 6J (about Regions in Africa) divides Subsaharan Africa into four regions - west, central, east, and south.
   It then takes a much closer look at the country of Angola. A table of data allows you to compare countries in order to see
   which group of countries are the most similar.  Unfortunately, it is possible to think of good reasons to put Angola 
   in either Central or South Africa, depending on what things you consider in making your comparison.

For example, some books make a separate groups of countries that they call Southern Europe or Mediterranean Europe.
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Definition: One measure of Family Size is the average number of children a typical woman has in her lifetime. 
1. In which continent do countries generally have the largest families?      Circle:   Africa    Europe    South America 
2. Which two countries on this list have the smallest families?  Circle:  Australia     Germany      Japan       Mexico      
3. A spatial transition is a change that occurs as you go from one place to another.  As you go north from the equator 
            in Africa, average family size tends to          Circle:     go up    stay about the same      go down 

5. Map comparison discussion question.  Circle the six countries on the map where women have the fewest children. 
       What do these countries have in common?  Check all the answers you think are true, and be ready to explain why:   
              ___ high income per capita            ___ large percentages of people working in agriculture        ___high literacy rates         

4. Current Events connection. Four countries on this map have had civil wars since 1990: Afghanistan and Iraq in Asia, 
         and Congo and Nigeria in Africa.  Do people in countries with civil wars tend to have small families.   Circle:  Yes  No 

Source:  Population Reference Bureau, prb.org, 2015 World Population Data Sheet 
                Total Fertility Rate (Average number of lifetime births per woman)
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1. Which continent has the largest percentage of population under age 15?   Circle:  Africa   Australia   South America

3. Write T (true) by the most plausible reason why a country has a large percentage of children under age 15. 
___ Many people are likely to wait until after they finish college before getting married. 
___ Farmers want large families in order to have more help with planting and harvesting.

2. What country has the smallest percentage of people under age 15?   Circle:  Canada    China    Japan    United States    

5. Map comparison discussion question. What other map shows the most likely the cause of the pattern on this map?
            Circle:  Income per person      Average Life Expectancy        Percent of People Working on Farms       Lifetime Children per Woman 

4. Current events connection: China and India have about the same population in 2015. 
        Which country is likely to be larger in 2040?     Circle:  China     India          
        Why do you think so? 

Source:  Population Reference Bureau, prb.org, 2015 World Population Data Sheet 
                      Average number of years of life for both men and women
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Source:  Population Reference Bureau, prb.org, 2013 World Population Data Sheet 
                      Average number of years of life for both men and women

1. In which continent do people generally have the highest average life expectancy?    Circle:  Africa    Europe    South America 

Definition: average life expectancy is the number of years that a person born in a country can expect to live if he or she stays in that country.
                  In general, females tend to live two or three years longer than the average; males live two or three years less than the average.

2. Which two regions have the lowest average life expectancy?     Circle:  Africa    North America   South America    South Asia   

4. History connection:  Compared to western Europe, life expectancy in eastern Europe is    Circle:  higher   the same   lower       
  Suggest a historical reason for this pattern. 

3. Among the 44 countries on this map, what is the U.S. rank in life expectancy?  Circle: Top 10   Top half but not top 10   bottom half

5. Map comparison discussion question.  As you go away from the equator, life expectancy tends to go   Circle:  UP  DOWN  
        Do you think this is due to  Circle:   higher income     more people working on farms      lower literacy rates
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                      Percentage of people over age 15 who can read and write
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Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 
1. Which two regions have countries with the lowest literacy rate?  Circle:  Africa    North America     South America    South Asia        

4. History connection. Literacy in former colonies of European countries tends to be:   Circle:  Low  High  Some of both 

2. What country on this map has the lowest literacy rate?   Circle:   Afghanistan      Australia        Mexico       South Africa
       Why do you think literacy is low there?

5. Map comparison discussion question.  Find and circle the three countries that have the lowest literacy rates. 
       What do these countries have in common?  Check all the answers you think are true, and explain why:              
         ___ low income per capita     ___ small percentages of farmers      ___low life expectancy        ___ landlocked (no ocean coast or port)  

3. History connection. Countries like Russia, Poland, China, or Vietnam that had (or still have) Communist governments 
                                                  tend to have low literacy rates today.   Circle:  True  False 
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Source:  CIA World Factbook, cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook
                   Workers employed in farming, rather than industry or services

1. Which continents has the smallest percentage of people working on farms?  Circle:  Africa   Australia   South America
2. Where are the most countries where more than half of the people work on farms?  Circle:  Africa   Asia    South America
3. Write T (true) by the statement that is best supported by the evidence: 

___ The kinds of crops that grow in cold climates generally require a lot more human labor to plant and harvest.
___ Many farmers in Africa are not rich enough to buy farm machines and therefore need more workers to do things by hand.
___ Countries with large populations (the larger box symbols on the map) generally have a very low percentage working on farms.

5. Map comparison discussion question. Do countries with high percentages working on farms tend to have high income?  
     How about literacy?      How do those things affect the ability of farm people to move in order to find better jobs?

4. What other kinds of work can people do if they do not work on farms? (Hint: think of where people do other work.)
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Source:  Population Reference Bureau, prb.org, 2013 World Population Data Sheet 
                Gross National Income per Person, adjusted for Purchasing Power Parity

This map shows Gross National Income per person in 44 countries (adjusted for differences in local currencies).
1. Which of these continents has the highest average income per person?   Circle:  Africa    Australia     Europe    South America
2. Which two world regions have the lowest average incomes?   Circle:   East Asia    North Africa    South Asia    Subsaharan Africa

4. Map comparison discussion question. When you compare maps that show different information about populations, 
        what connections do you see between income, literacy, and percentage of people working on farms?

___ The Roman Empire gave several countries near the Mediterranean Sea an advantage in income that they never lost.
___ Countries in western Europe have higher income than countries under Russian control during the Cold War.
___ Colder countries have lower incomes per person because people have to spend so much for energy to heat their houses.

3. History connection: Mark the sentence you think is the most plausible reason for the pattern of income in Europe:
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Recommended color sequences - darker is more
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